Summer Reading Assignment
ENGLISH 9-12
Dear Student,
This summer reading assignment has been designed to help you strengthen the critical reading skills you’ll
continue to need next year in school and to introduce you to some engaging literature. We know that
students who read over the summer tend to read better throughout the school year. We hope we have
recommended some titles that will turn you into a life-long reader!
By the end of the summer, you must read ONE work of literature. The recommended reading list is the
Connecticut High School Nutmeg Nominee list and has been put together by a group of students, public
librarians, and school librarians from around Connecticut, with considerable attention to what you will
enjoy reading. We strongly encourage you to choose a book from this list. Make sure you select a book
that you haven’t already read. The list includes books that are at a variety of reading levels, so choose
one that is appropriate for you. Please be aware that some books paint realistic pictures of young adult
and adult life, so evaluate your choices with the guidance of your parent or guardian.
We learn about ourselves, our world, and literature when we have the opportunity to converse with
others about the texts we’ve read. Within the first two weeks of your return to school, your teacher will
assign one of the four following options for “conversations” about texts: 1) An oral presentation
demonstrating your thoughts, opinions and questions in response to the text, 2) A group discussion in
which you’ll converse with your peers about the books you’ve read, 3) Technologically-based conversation
using technological tools to convey your thoughts, opinions or question in response to the text you’ve
read, 4) Written conversation (essay) in response to an essential question you’ll encounter in your
coursework.
Regardless of the option your teacher assigns, your knowledge of the text you’ve read will be assessed
using the following criteria: 1) information about the text is accurate, 2) multiple examples and text
references are used to support one’s opinions or arguments, and 3) the “conversation” enhances others’
understanding or appreciation of the work read.
This assignment will be included in your first quarter grade.
We want you to enjoy this opportunity to become involved in some exciting reading and return to school
ready to share your pleasurable and rewarding experience.
Sincerely,
Your English language arts teachers

